REPORT ON THE SPRING WEEKEND IN DARTMOUTH
Friday 22nd - Sunday 24th March 2024
Our Spring Weekend this year was centred around the attractive and popular maritime town of Dartmouth in Devon.  24 of us stayed in the luxury Dart Marina Hotel which is situated in a fabulous waterside position on the banks of the picturesque River Dart.
	
The tour started on the Friday afternoon, when many of us visited Britannia Royal Naval College where we had a fascinating and most informative tour of the home of Royal Navy officer training since 1863.  We were able to appreciate the rich history, architecture, role and relevance of the building and the naval training conducted there today, as well as learning the origin of the expression, “three square meals”!

On both evenings we enjoyed fabulous 3-course dinners in the River Restaurant of the Dart Marina Hotel, which afforded stunning panoramic views across the River Dart.  Superbly well chosen wine pairings for both dinners were expertly introduced by Robert Boutflower, Private Sales Director of the Club’s supplier, Tanners of Shrewsbury.

Saturday morning took us to the beautiful Calancombe Estate, an award winning Devon Vineyard, Winery and Distillery.  After a guided walk around the vineyards and a visit to the winery we lunched on a delicious platter of English cheeses and charcuterie accompanied by a wine flight … and gin!  As well as wine from their own grapes, the Estate make Dartmouth English Gin (delicious! Many of us purchased it whilst there), cyder, cassis and apple brandy.   

In the afternoon we were able to walk off some of the excesses of the morning with an informative and entertaining stroll around the historic town of Dartmouth, exploring its medieval origins, rise to prominence as a trading port and the many changes through the centuries, before enjoying another excellent dinner, with wine pairings, at the Dart Marina Hotel.

Sunday morning saw us up bright and early to catch the ‘higher ferry’ across the River Dart and make our way to Sandridge Barton, the new home of the award winning Sharpham Wines.  The vineyard and winery has four decades of history of winemaking knowledge and experience and has the perfect climate and location for growing ripe grapes and producing a diverse range of English wines.  The sun shone brightly as we sampled their delicious sparkling wine, stood amongst the picturesque vines that sloped gently down to the River Dart.  We then visited Sandridge Barton’s new state-of-the-art winery where, of course, we had to taste more of their great wines before we sat down, finally, to a superb Sunday lunch.  What a way to end a wonderful weekend!
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