The CHWC short tour abroad was a sell-out event with 26 eager wine enthusiasts embarking on the trip to the medieval hill top town which overlooks the Loire river. 
Le Panoramic Hotel, our base for the long weekend, welcomed us with a drinks reception overlooking the superb vine vista. 
Later in the evening, we ventured into Sancerre to Auberge, the restaurant of Sancerre wine legend, Joseph Mellot. The Mellot family have several centuries of wine connections with César Mellot being the wine advisor to King Louis XVI! The 3-course dinner featured local ingredients, washed down with wine from Mellot wine estate. 
The next day we visited Arnaud and Stéphanie Dezat estate and tried a fantastic 10 different wines! Their Elégance and Seléction were magnificent and we enjoyed the modern winery. We hopped just down the road to their cousin, Firmin Dezat where it was really interesting to taste how different wines from the region can be. We loved Firmin’s style and especially loved his wines which were clean, elegant and delicious. The group had built up an appetite which was fulfilled by an excellent 3 course meal at Michelin Guide restaurant Famille Bourgeois (La Cote Des Monte Damnés). The mouth watering menu accompanied by wines from their estate was top notch. After lunch some enjoyed a further tasting at their wine shop whilst others chose to relax in Chavignol town. A stop at La Bete Noire to see the famous Chavignol goats and sample their cheese was enjoyed, with some of the goats enjoying being petted! An evening was spent at leisure enjoying the many fine eateries of Sancerre.
Saturday saw the group cross the Loire river and visit Jean Pabiot et Fils in Pouilly. From the outside it looked like a small and quiet winery…but a tour around the wineries caves underground shocked us all! Their wines, enjoyed with Chavignol goats cheese, were stunning! Back over the river and into Bué, Etienne, son of Jean-Max Roger, treated us to a tour and tasting at their winery. We made our way through 9 brilliant wines, accompanied, of course, by Chavignol goats cheese. 
Sancerre must have known about our arrival as there was a wine fair in the village in the afternoon which the group took full advantage of! Over 100 wineries from all the wine unions in the region presented their wines which could be enjoyed with oysters, crepes, and other delicious snacks. The day was rounded off with a phenomenal meal at La Récréation Gourmonde - a former school in the small and quaint village of Villegenon. Another Michelin Guide restaurant, the menu featured delicious asparagus, tasty monkfish and a fabulous cheese trolley, accompanied by Sancerre wines. It was sad to go our separate ways on Sunday but all felt content and full to the brim with delicious food and super tasty wines.
Thank you to Aiden, from Tanners, who accompanied us on the tour, for his wine wisdom!
Wines from all the wineries we visited are available to buy from Tanners. 

